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1 National Students for Justice in Palestine, About US, https://www.nationalsjp.org/about-nsjp.htm.
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Panel 1. From 1492 to 1968: historicizing and framing Teaching Palestine: Pedagogical Praxis and the Indivisibility of Justice

(1/4).

Nacira Guenif, University of Paris 8 Vincennes-Saint-Denis (France): ‘Indigenes ad Autochthones in Time of Post/Coloniality:

Teaching from the Invisible’

Rosalind Petchesky, Hunter College and the Graduate Center, City University of New York: ‘Can the ‘Infiltrators’ Speak?

Teaching the History of Racism and White Supremacy in Zionist Ideology and Practice’

Rabab Ibrahim Abdulhadi, Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas Studies, San Francisco State University (USA): ‘The

Spirit of 68 in Context: Islamophobia, Coloniality, and Emancipatory Pedagogies’

Panel 2. Comparative perspectives on Teaching Palestine and Decolonizing the Curriculum (2/4).

Jaime Veve, Puerto Rican Independence and Palestine Labor Independent Scholar (USA): ‘Teaching Colonialism, Neoliberal-

ism, and Resistance from Puerto Rico to Palestine’.

Rayan El-Amine, Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs, American University of Beirut (Lebanon):

‘Palestine in the Arab «North»: Teaching Palestine at American Universities in the Arab World

Ahmad Azem, Ibrahim Abu Lughod Institute for International Studies, Birzeit University, Palestine: ‘Teaching Palestine in

Palestinian Higher Education Institutions’

Panel 3. Censoring Palestine: Islamophobia, New McCarthyism and Campus Politics (3/4).

Saliem Shehadeh, University of California-Los Angeles

Saed Abu Hijleh, Political Geography, An-Najah National University, Nablus (Palestine): ‘Palestinian Education under Israeli

Occupation: Pedagogical and Ethical Implications’.

Brooke Lorber, Women’s and Gender Studies, Sonoma State University, USA & Halla Keir, Occidental College (USA): ‘The

Practice of Coalition: Palestine Solidarity and the Student Movement at Occidental College’

Amani Azzaidani, Public Health; Washington; Enrico Doan, School of Law, University of Washington; & Mennah El-Gammal,

Political Science, University of Washington (USA): ‘Surveillance, Censorship, and Punishment: Selective Free Speech and the

Suppression of Palestine on University Campus’.

Panel 4. Closing Plenary/Roundtable Discussion: Critical Questions & Future Directions for Palestine Studies: (4/4).

Saed Abu Hijleh, Political Geography, An-Najah National University (Palestine)

Na’eem Jeenah, Afro-Middle East Centre, Johannesburg (South Africa).

Rayan El-Amine, Issam Fares Institute for Public Policy and International Affairs, American University of Beirut (Lebanon).

Rosalind Petchesky, Emerita Distinguished Professor of Political Science, Hunter College and The Graduate Center, City

University of New York.

Rabab Ibrahim Abdulhadi, Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas Studies, San Francisco State University (USA).
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Research Summary

This study examines the manifestations of Palestinian youth
mobilizations (Hirak) since 2011. Yet, in order to conduct this
research within a historical context and be able to understand
the background of the current scene, the youth movements
since the beginning of the twentieth century had to be
researched and studied.

The main idea of the research is based on witnessing a shift in
the style of the youth work from the so-called “movement” to
“mobilization”. The pattern of “a movement” is based upon the
adoption of a comprehensive national project by its organizers,
which sometimes is a consequence of the feel of absence of
effective political leadership and frameworks. One example is
the establishment of the “Youth Congress Party” in the 1930s,
that arose after the paralysis of the “Palestine Arab Congress”,
which acted then as a Palestinian parliament and leadership.
Another example is the “League of Palestinian Students”
in Cairo in the early 1950s, and the groups of students who
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were active within the “Al-Urwa al-Wuthqga Association” at the
American University of Beirut; where the first resulted in the
Palestinian National Liberation Movement, “Fatah”, and the
second resulted in the Arab Nationalist Movement, which the
“Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine” emerged from.

As a result of a void, such youth movements were not the
introduction to a comprehensive national project, yet they
formed the arm for factions or parties and claimed the
possession of a general national project; a status that prevailed
during the 1970s and 1980s. It was then that Palestinian
factions founded their arms and student and youth leagues,
and became organized, coalesced, and competed within
the General Union of Palestinian Students, which formed an
important action framework that was active in the various
countries of the Palestinian Diaspora.

In the wake of the 1990s, the world began witnessing the
phenomenon of “Mobilizations”; i.e. waves of protests and
mass activity, that were non-partisan and mostly lacked an
ideology. They believed in the direct action on the streets to
achieve a goal, letting the development of events in the field
steer things randomly without having set plans, demands or
structures, and without having an apparent leadership to
these mobilizations. After the end of the Cold War, the fall of
the Soviet Union and the socialist camp, and as a consequent
phenomenon of globalization and the expansion of means of
electronic communication which gave individuals the capacity
to act and communicate, the strength and centrality of the role
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of the state throughout the world has not only retreated, but
the significance of the role and attractiveness of the political
parties, factions, and organizing forces have diminished as well.

The Palestinian case in the 1990s was largely an exception to
the global trend due to the weakness of the central authorities
and powers, as that decade had witnessed the process of
establishing the Palestinian Authority as part of the transitional
interim peace agreements. The plan was that this authority
turns into a state; hence, the spotlight was shed more on
formal and bureaucratic action rather than on the non-formal
one. This led to a “non-politicized” status and to the collapse
of many Palestinian youth, student and popular organizations
around the world, including the General Union of Palestinian
Students (GUPS), whose elections have been suspended since
1990 and the vast majority of its branches around the world
have disappeared.

The void and non-politicization status ended when Al-Agsa
Intifada erupted in 2000. However, Israeli policies were the
cause of the militarization of such movements, which in turn,
resulted in focusing on the military resistance as a response
to the lIsraeli military attacks. Despite the restoration of the
politicized status between 2000 and 2005, yet, the actual
popular civil activity began to emerge only with the ending of
that Intifada towards 2004-2005.

The revolutions of the Arab Spring that took place in Tunisia and
Egypt in 2010 and 2011, formed a milestone in the Palestinian
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youth context inside and outside Palestine, and came in various
forms and shapes. It was then that the concept of mobilization
crystallized in the Palestinian arena.

To highlight the difference between mobilizations and
movements, their characteristics must be traced and analyzed;
First, although part of the emergence of the “mobilizations”
came as an expression that reflected the sense of political void
as well as an inability of the current political structures to carry
the burdens of the national project, yet mobilizations strode
towards a specific and limited goal, with the expectation that
the achievement of this goal (like ending the political division)
will lead to a change in the overall components of the political
scene, and thus a positive change will take place, which
characteristics will be delineated later on, contrary to the
movements and frameworks that were active in the twentieth
century and had a very clear vision of the future.

Second, “movements” sought to reject the current situation,
more than to decide new goals (they did not define their
goals in a comprehensive and clear way). They refused to have
leadership or organizational traditional structure, insisting
that the means of social media and direct action in the field
shall lead to decisions by consensus, without reverting back to
the traditional hierarchical structures, which in this case, is a
type of aversion from the partisan action and the monopoly of
powers by leaders who are constantly holding positions. This is
also followed by the refusal to adopt work patterns that require
full-time and substantial financial expenses.
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By studying the Palestinian youth experiencesin the West Bank,
Jerusalem, the Gaza Strip, the occupied Palestinian territories
of 1948, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, the United Kingdom, and the
United States of America, itis clear that these characteristics did
not score as high as those responsible for these “mobilizations”
thought they would, which shortened the life span of these
mobilizations’ frameworks, and humbled the results achieved.
Consequently talks resumed, highlighting the importance of
adopting more permanent and centralized frameworks, talks
and discussions which explicitly called for a return to the
concept of “movement”, instead of the concept of “activism/
mobilization”.

Currently, the new concept of a youth organization (civil and
civic) is not yet a topic of discussion. In the fourth chapter, this
study presents nine titles for a research and discussion agenda
that would help any youth forums or programs to think about
the next stage.

When a research ends with a question, what is the solution? Is
it to revert back to old ways and methods of work?

No doubt that going back to these old methodologies is
something unrealistic and bears lots of imbalances; For on the
one hand, these old frameworks did not serve the purpose for
which they were founded and entered instead into a structural
crisis. On the other hand, their cultural, political and social
concepts have changed, however, maybe it is worth considering
not to breakup with those structures, and not to mull over
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the mistakes and pitfalls that have occurred throughout their
previous experience for them to be the reason to reject them,
or to discard their contents, tools and means, yet certainly
without reproducing them.

The youth need to have a clear discussion on their previous
experiences. For the time being, the following are possible
titles to be discussed and reflected on. Hence, these points
can be part of a project or of several research and consultative
projects, as well as part of some training programs and forums
that shall be discussed.

First: Strategic Thinking Basics

It is necessary to explain the concept of strategy, as well as the
relevant terms such as tactics and strategic phases. Therefore, it
should be differentiated between the reaction and a complete
plan, as well as the ability to develop any partial plan or step in
the framework of a comprehensive plan.

Youth need to understand how to make future planning, draw
scenarios, and differentiate between key objective factors of
the overall context (game changer) and the elements that
could be created or used in order to reach strategic goals, and
adapt to, benefit from or overcome greater objective elements
(including the international system formation, the regional
phase, technological changes, natural conditions, etc.).

In the same context, there is also a differentiation between
a spark, movement and revolution. There are many popular
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movements in the form of demonstration or uprising, etc. after
a certain event. The reaction may not be the same if a similar
event takes place later.

Activists often believe that a popular movement after a certain
event creates sufficient dynamics for people to continue such
work, but this is inaccurate. A spark is the event or moment
that comes at a specific reality creating a reaction. Therefore,
the same spark might not lead to the same reaction in another
time or place. Moreover, the spark and beginning of the
movement is not a guarantee for its continuity, there needs to
be already prepared mass, social and media structures, etc. or
quick development to ensure sustainability and guidance for
any popular movement.

The uprising of 1987 differs from the Tunnel Uprising of 1996,
Al-Agsa Uprising of 2000, and the uprising of 2015 in terms
of reality and contexts. We need to understand the contexts
and how to analyze, create and influence them, as well as how
to transform (or prevent the transformation) of an event to
become a spark for a movement at a certain time or place.

Second: Education on the Forms of Political Factions

Regardless of the circumstances that have created the terms of
the current period, such as “movement”, “activists”, etc. There
is a need to reflect on this experience and compare it to the

forms of political factions.

In the past, there were three forms of political factions in the
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Palestinian context in particular, and the Arab and international
contexts to some extent: party, front and movement. Without
going into the scientific definition or practical applications of
such forms, a party is more centralized, ideological and selective
in choosing its members, and it they have a determined
approach; a front, at least in theory, is a collection of parties,
powers or factions without any integration; while a movement
has less interest in ideology, this membership criteria is broad
and there is more flexibility in decision making and difference of
opinion, and in allowing grassroots initiatives of members. This
could all be the subject of detailed and lengthy discussion that
aims at identifying advantages and disadvantages, mistakes
and achievements, and how to develop the form of political
factions for the current period taking into account globalization
and the special conditions at the international, regional and
local levels.

It is possible also to study other issues, such as funding political
factions and how to utilize modern online funding mechanisms.

In addition to understanding the differences between the
types of factions, the different decision making models are
being studied, which differ from one type of political faction
to another and from one context to another. There are many
circumstances and rules the a youth starting his political activity
or even overall national activity must understand, such as no
falling in the never-ending democracy “idealism” trap, as well
as the extremism and opposition for the sake of opposition
trap, as opposed to avoiding the state of insecurity which leads

10
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to prompt concession. One should think of the types of decision
making processes, starting from what is known as democratic
centralization to allowing multiple options on the margin of
decisions. Also the kinds of decisions, from basic decisions that
constitute a constitutional rule to programmatic policy decision
to urgent executive decisions.

Third: Influencing Decision Making and the Public

As much as there is a need for understanding how a certain
body, may it be youth, student, political...etc. makes a decision,
there is also a need to understand the dynamics of making such
decisions at the leadership level and mechanisms to influence
them; how to avoid opposition for the sake of opposition,
but rather opposition (or support) for the sake of change
and to receive the approval of decision making bodies. The
mechanisms to influence decision making processes need to be
understood, staring with persuasion and dialogue to pressure
and impotence and to creating or utilizing shock... etc.

There is also a need for the ability to assess the reality and
interests of the public and their general state and instantaneous
mood. As well as understanding means of communication with
this public, and how to respect, deal with and influence them.
Moreover, there is a need to understand the classification of
the public into several categories and the ability to identify the
forms of relations with these categories, how to deal with them
on the long, medium and short term and the relative impact of
these categories.

11
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Fourth: Principles and Ideology as Proof

There is a difference between principles and ideology;
however, they are greatly crosscutting. The importance of
having principles and ideology and the repercussions and
disadvantages that result from wrong handling of principles
and ideologies, whether by turning them into a weapon against
allies or supposed allies, or by insisting on them even if they
contradict with actual reality.

The existence of comprehensive and sufficient programs
before any movement is important, where there would be a
formulated vision in the best national interest, which could be
easily depended on in forming any position, opinion or plan for
any occurring events, and without eliminating the possibility of
changing and amending such visions in light of changing events.

Fifth: Dynamics of the Conflict

Given that the Palestinian context is that of conflict, learning the
rules of conflict studies and how to deal with them is key. Issues
that are important to know include how to study the conflict,
what are its elements and the difference between processes of
management, resolution, transforming the conflict and factors
and contexts of appeasement and escalation.

Sixth: Pragmatism in Evaluating and Using Power

Power has many definitions, forms, dynamics and rules in its
interaction, development and in dealing with it. All these forms

12
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and rules must be understood before going into any conflict or
alliance. There are different definitions of power, from hard,
to soft, to smart...etc., such definitions could act as a guide in
thinking about power, finding it, changing its scales and using
it.

This leads to a clearer thinking in assessing the scales of power
both quantitatively and qualitatively, and avoiding the trap of
glorifying a type of power and rejecting another for example
by giving moral value to some forms at the expense of others.

Itis alsoimportant to understand the types and rules of conflicts
of different powers in terms of greater and small powers,
traditional (such as countries) and non-traditional (non-
governmental and popular) powers, as well as to understand
the dynamics of each conflict or alliance.

In the context of popular movements, regardless whether they
were a type of power, faction or party that is supposed to be
a mechanism to realize an objective, such powers sometimes
transform to become the objective, sometimes at the expense
of the cause. Therefore, the interests of the faction or political
principle become more important than the political cause.

Seventh: Types of Contradictions — Secondary and Primary

In political relations, particularly in the context of conflict, one
must know the mechanisms to distinguish between secondary
and primary contradictions; identifying how to deal with each

13
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contradiction in daily practice and in short and long term plans;
and how to maintain the correct classification of conflicts and
avoid misinterpretation in interacting with events.

This is also followed by understanding the meaning of identity,
as well as the considerations of making political, security and
struggle related decisions, and the difference between the
interests of countries and the interests of liberation movements.

Eighth: Differentiating between Momentum and Unity

The agreement of large segments of the public on a certain
position does not mean they are united; unity has organizational
considerations, interests, beliefs and different connections. It is
also related to the ability to unify thoughts and ideologies and
creating mutual trust and common interests. Similar positions
may give momentum to a certain cause, but establishing a
united political or popular movement is a different matter.
Moreover, joint positions might cause conflict sometimes, and
those with similar positions are often classified as competition
rather than allies, which requires analysis and understanding.

Ninth: The Relationship between Solidarity and the
Liberation Movement

Liberation movement communities are divided into different
categories, some are the nucleus, others are supporting fronts,
broader circles of support, and opposition rejecting resistance.
Thereisaneedtostudytheexperiencesofliberation movements

14
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to understand the nature of different community powers and
the distribution of tasks and roles in them. There is also a
need to study movements and the powers that led to forming
them. Then there is a need to distinguish between the types of
liberation movements and the different definitions based on
beliefs, geography, culture...etc. and the nature of relationship
between the powers that form a liberation movement and
external powers of solidarity and opposition.

15
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